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SUBJECT: PRESS REPORTS CRITICISM OF U.S. NUCLEAR POLICY BY SWEDISH 
OFFICIALS 

REF: STOCKHOLM 1894 

1. IAEA MEETING CONTINUES TO RECEIVE EXTENSIVE PUBLIC ATTENTION 
IN SWEDEN. THE STOCKHOLM PRESS, ON MAY 4, REPORTED THAT GUNNAR 
SODER, UNDER SECRETARY OF THE SWEDISH MINISTRY OF INDUSTRY AND 
HEAD OF THE 65-MAN SWEDISH DELEGATION TO THE NUCLEAR POWER 
CONFERENCE IN SALZBURG, IS CRITICAL OF PRESIDENT CARTER'S 
ATTEMPT TO HALT THE REPROCESSING OF SPENT FUEL FROM NUCLEAR 
POWER PLANTS. SECRETARY SODER CLAIMED THAT A TERMINATION OF 
SUCH RPROCESSING WOULD NOT REDUCE THE DANGER OF A PROLIFERA- 
TION OF NUCLEAR WEAPONS IN THE WORLD. HE ADDED THAT ALL 
COUNTRIES THAT HAVE CONVENTIONAL NUCLEAR REACTORS AND FISSONABLE 
MATERIALS POSSESS THE TECHNOLOGICAL CAPABILITY OF PRODUCING AN 
ATOM BOMB, EVEN THOUGH THE BOMB MAY BE A PRIMITIVE ONE. THERE- 
FORE, THE AMERICAN MOVE, AS PRESENTED BY U.S. DELEGATE JOSEPH 
NYE, SERVES NO USEFUL PURPOSE, SAID SODER. 
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2. GUNNAR SODER TOOK A FIRM STAND IN FAVOR OF REPROCESSING 
OF SPENT NUCLEAR FUEL. HE EMPHASIZED THAT SWEDEN, IN THE EXIST- 
ING SITUATION, SUPPORTS THE EUROPEAN VIEW THAT A REPROCESSING 
OF NUCLEAR WASTE MATERIALS IS THE MOST EXPEDIENT SOLUTION, "BUT 
WE LEAN TOWARD THE U.S. POLICY FAVORING A CESSATION OF THE USE 
OF BREEDER REACTORS." SECRETARY SODER STRESSED THAT SWEDEN 
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WOULD PERSIST IN ITS DEMANDS THAT SPENT NUCLEAR EUEL EROM 
SWEDISH REACTORS BE REPROCESSED ABROAD. 

3. SECRETARY SODER CALLED PRESIDENT CARTER'S PROGRAM A DEM- 
ONSTRATION OE POWER POLITICS. HE SAID THAT SWEDEN, IN THE NEAR 
EUTURE, WOULD CONTACT WEST GERMANY, FRANCE, AND THE UNITED STATES 
TO DISCUSS NUCLEAR POWER POLICY. ACCORDING TO SWEDISH PRESS RE- 
PORTS, THE VIEW OE THE SWEDISH DELEGATION IN SALZBURG APPEARS TO 

BE THAT PRESIDENT CARTER AND HIS ADMINISTRATION ARE NOT YET 
QUITE CERTAIN AS TO THE STAND THEY SHOULD TAKE ON THE MATTER 
OE REPROCESSING. THE PRESSURES WHICH EUROPEAN NATIONS HAVE 
BROUGHT TO BEAR ON THE UNITED STATES AT SALZBURG ARE ALLEGEDLY 
EXTENSIVE. 

4. THE PRESS SAYS THAT AT A POINT IN CONFERENCE IN SALZBURG ON 
MAY 3, THE U.S. DELEGATION REPORTEDLY SOUGHT TO CLARIFY THE POLICY 
OP THE UNITED STATES. QUERIED IP THE UNITED STATES WOULD FORCE 
SWEDEN NOT TO REPROCESS ITS NUCLEAR WASTE, U.S. CHIEP DELEGATE 
R.W. FRI REPORTEDLY STATED THAT TO HIS KNOWLEDGE SWEDEN WAS 
WORKING ON ALTERNATIVES TO REPROCESSING AND THAT SWEDEN TOGETHER 
WITH THE UNITED STATES AND OTHER NATIONS WOULD PROBABLY PIND NEW 
SOLUTIONS TO THIS PROBLEM. MR. FRI ALSO REPORTEDLY EXPLAINED 

THAT PRESIDENT CARTER'S DESIRE TO PUT A STOP TO THE REPROCESSING 
OP SPENT EUEL DOES NOT STEM PROM A GENERAL PEAR OP NUCLEAR POWER 
WITHIN HIS ADMINISTRATION. IN THIS CONNECTION, MR. PRI DREW 
ATTENTION TO THE U.S. PRESIDENT'S DECISION TO CONTINUE BUILDING 
LIGHT WATER REACTORS OF THE TYPE SWEDEN ITESLP USES .PERRY 
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